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Travel Literature

Protessor: Jason Pearl, Ph.D.

Course #: LIT 3306

Meetings:

Oftice hours: (by appointment)

Oftice and phone: DM 459A; 305-348-3367

E-mail: Jason.Pearl@fiu.edu (best way to reach me)

Description:

This course will survey the literature of travel in the eighteenth century, focusing
encounters with and representations of cultural difterence. The semester
units. In unit one, “Travel and Transculturation,” we will read Montes

participation and four written assignments tjigt involve ac tive, and collaborative
learning. This is a discipline-specific Global ing course that counts toward your FIU
Global Learning graduation requirement.

Learning Outcomes and Objectives:

e Read and discuss fiction
the globe.

e Show your understan

1 literature by travelers to and from around

s that explain representations of different cultures.

e Analyze texts and create O
scholarship.

inal arguments with the help of literary and historical

and Objectives:

se of global awareness by reading and interpreting narratives of
Hentifying and explaining conventions of description and judgment.

travels.

Required Texts:

Equiano, Olaudah. The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano. Ed. Werner Sollers.
New York: Norton, 2001.


mailto:Jason.Pearl@fiu.edu
mailto:Jason.Pearl@fiu.edu
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Montagu, Lady Mary Wortley. Turkish Embassy Letters. Ed. Teresa Heffernan and Daniel
O’Quinn. Peterborough, ON: Broadview, 2013.

Montesquieu. Persian Letters. Trans. Margaret Mauldon. Ed. Andrew Kahn. New York: Oxford,
2008.

Swift, Jonathan. Gulliver’s Travels. Ed. Albert J. Rivero. New York: Norton, 1997.

Course Guidelines:

them. Moreover, the classroom is a space where knowledge is produced, no
trom professor to student. Your participation is vital to this process. If yoy

show reading actual books and taking notes by hand facilita
engagement.

2. Short Response Paper (20%): In two pages, respond t
Letters. Think of this exercise as an extension of clas
it as a chance to say something you have not yet had

ssion, or better yet think of
nity to share with me and

your classmates. What do you find inter etters? And why? Be specific
Do not worry about the formal requiremel3ior an essay. More important are the ideas you
present. Completing the assignment will glv&@Ru full credit. Submit your paper via Canvas
3. Book Review (20%): For this assigniyg D te a commentary on Swift’s Gulliver’s
Travels. It should appear in an onli here 1t is visible to the general public, for

Instance as a user review on Amazo
media or as a video on You
Canvas, that includes the commentary, a link to it, and an explanation of how
you tailored your ideas to
you at least a C. For a B or
creative!

Imitation (20% pages, you will write an imitation of Montagu’s Persian Lelters that

e of Miami’s distinctive features? Submit your paper on Canvas.
assignment will earn you at least a C. B papers will include insightful
papers will incorporate subtle details of Montagu’s writing style.

: In two pages, write your own travel narrative. It can be about
any plac®at all—except Miami. Consider what you have learned in this course about the
impossibility of neutrality, about the ways descriptions betray and reveal describers. Try,
moreover, to model a kind of attitude that you think is important for understanding and
respecting the differences of other people and places. Submit this assignment on Canvas. Be
prepared, moreover, to read and discuss your narrative with peers. Completing this
assignment will earn you at least a C. For a B or A, make sure it is obvious how this class
has informed your narrative, and reflect philosophically on what your account says about
not just the place you visited but you yourself.
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6. Oral Presentation (extra credit): For this optional assignment, you will give a five-minute
oral presentation to the rest of the class. The presentation will focus on a short passage of
your choosing from that day’s assigned reading. First, read the passage to us out loud.
Next, interpret it: explain the passage’s meaning, or meanings. Finally, tell us its
significance within the text as a whole. See me if you would like to volunteer. Speaking for
five minutes will earn you full credit: a 1/3 grade increase on one of your written
assignments.

7. Learning Disabilities: Your ability to engage and participate fully in this course is
important to me. If you need any special accommodations—a note-taker, extra ti
exams, anything else—contact me at the beginning of the semester, or have the D1
Resource Center do so, and we will make the appropriate arrangements.

Schedule:
Week 1: Introduction
Weeks 2-4:  “Travel and Transculturation”

This section will introduce you to some oi\gle maj hemes of the course. It will
tfoster a global awareness of e role of trav tives in the history of
intercultural relations.

Read: Montesquieu’s Persg
Write: Short Response

Weeks 5-7:  “Travel, Satire, a

Weeks er, and the Body”
i ill focus on some of the connections between travel and gender. It
promote a global perspective that can include multiple identity categories.

: Montagu’s Turkish Embassy Letters
rite: Imitation

Weeks11-13: “Travel, Race, and Colonialism”
This section will add race and racial justice to the issues considered in the last
section. The goal will be to turn our readings and writings into concrete
practices of global engagement.

Read: Equiano’s Interesting Narrative
Write: Personal Narrative
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