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New Course Proposal 
Title: WST 4617 “GENDER AND GENOCIDE” 

Format: Fully online 

Instructor: Dr. Michaela Moura-Koçoglu, mmoura@fiu.edu 
Center for Women’s and Gender Studies 
Email: mmoura@fiu.edu 
Office: DM  
Phone: (305) 348-1201
Office Hours: By appointment 

Course Description 

This course examines the concept of genocide by providing a gendered perspective on 
global mass atrocities: Against a socio-cultural, political, and historical backdrop, we will 
explore the multiple dimensions of genocidal practices in terms of gender, sex, sexuality, 
ethnicity, race, class, and nationality, among others. Feminist theoretical approaches 
form a comparative framework for analyzing gendered experiences of genocide across 
cultures, particularly in terms of sexual and reproductive violence.  

“Gender and Genocide” examines the ways in which genocidal experiences are 
profoundly gendered by examining genocides across time, including the genocide of 
Indigenous peoples in settler-colonial settings as well as the Shoa / Holocaust in the 20th 
century, and recent mass violence in conflicts from across Central America, Asia, and 
Africa. Students will determine strategies of pursuing justice and securing peace against 
this global historical and socio-cultural framework. 

This is a global learning discipline-specific course that counts towards the global learning 
graduation requirement. 

This course fulfills the depth requirement for the B.A. in Gender and Women’s Studies 
and counts toward the undergraduate as well as the graduate Certificate. 

This course counts toward the requirements for FIU’s Certificate in Genocide Studies. 

Credit: 3 
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Course Objectives  

§ Define genocide and explore the conceptual diversity of mass violence. 
§ Differentiate between definitions of various forms of mass violence, including 

ethnocide and democide, and highlight similarities and differences. 
§ Examine the nature of various forms of genocide and its differential impact with 

regard to gender, sex, and sexuality. 
§ Assess gender, race, and class dimensions of genocide under a critical feminist lens. 

§ Evaluate gender specific genocidal processes to assess the role of sexual violence. 
§ Compare and contrast global case studies to demonstrate how the theory and 

practice of genocidal violence against women relate to one another. 
§ Determine the role of survivors in seeking justice and keeping peace. 

Student Learning Outcomes  
Students will be assessed on their ability to: 
§ Provide a definition for genocide. 
§ Differentiate between the concepts of genocide, ethnocide, democide, and other 

forms of mass violence. 
§ Determine the ways in which genocide constitutes a gendered crime that is different 

in its impacts on women and girls. 
§ Demonstrate detailed knowledge of feminist theories in genocide studies. 
§ Evaluate legislative strategies to prevent and/or address genocidal violence. 
§ Assess the role of survivors in movements for justice and peace globally. 

Global Learning Outcomes  
§ Students will demonstrate knowledge of interrelated socio-cultural, historical, political 

and economic dynamics contributing to genocidal violence based on gender, sex, 
and sexuality on a local, international and global level. 

§ Students will be able to conduct a multi-perspective analysis and comparison of local, 
global, international, and intercultural dynamics of genocidal violence from two 
different genocide events to determine the vulnerability of populations based on their 
gender, sex, and sexuality. 

§ Students will be able to demonstrate willingness to engage in local, global, 
international, and intercultural problem solving with the aim to prevent genocidal 
gender violence. 

Required Textbook   

JoAnn DiGeorgio-Lutz and Donna Gosbee (2016). Women and Genocide: Gendered 
Experiences of Violence, Survival, and Resistance. Women’s Press Toronto. 
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Co-Curricular Activities  

This course integrates co-curricular components to deepen the understanding of the way 
in which societal institutions and organizations respond to genocidal gender violence, 
locally as well as globally. Activities may include online interviews with local/global 
NGOs; guest speakers from different departments at FIU, including Criminal Justice, 
Law, Global Jewish Studies, etc.; and from local and global NGOs that support survivors, 
or work to prevent genocide. Lectures will be organized on a contingency basis and will 
depend on the availability of the speakers. Presentations will be videotaped for future 
use. 

Course Assessments 
1. Reaction Logs 

Students will write reaction logs (300-500 words) based on assigned readings, 
lectures and videos. 

2. Research Paper 
This paper will critically engage one thematic topic across cases, or within one 
specific case of genocidal gender violence in one of the countries discussed in the 
course. 

3. Midterm & Final Exam 
Exams cover all Modules discussed and consist of short answer essay questions. 

Grade Distribution and Scale 
 

Assignments Percent 
Grade 

Reaction Logs 20% 
Research Paper 30% 
Midterm Exam 20% 
Final Exam 30% 

Total 100% 

 

Letter 
Grade 

Range (%) 

A 95 or above 
A- 90 - 94 
B+ 87 - 89 
B 83 - 86 
B- 80 - 82 
C+ 77 - 79 
C 70 - 76 
D 60 - 69 
F 59 or less 
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Academic Conduct 

Florida International University is a community dedicated to generating and imparting 
knowledge through excellent teaching and research, the rigorous and respectful 
exchange of ideas, and community service. All students should respect the right of others 
to have an equitable opportunity to learn and to honestly demonstrate the quality of their 
learning. Therefore, all students are expected to adhere to a standard of academic 
conduct, which demonstrates respect for themselves, their fellow students, and the 
educational mission of the University. All students are deemed by the University to 
understand that if they are found responsible for academic misconduct, they will be 
subject to the Student Conduct and Honor Code procedures and sanctions as outlined 
in the FIU Regulation 2501 and the Student Handbook. 

Accommodation for Disabilities 

The Disability Resource Center (DRC) collaborates with university faculty to provide 
inclusive learning environments. If you have a disability and plan to utilize academic 
accommodations, additional information may be found in the DRC's website: drc.fiu.edu. 

Student Support Services 

If you are looking for help for yourself or a fellow classmate, Panthers Care encourages 
you to express any concerns you may come across as it relates to any personal behavior 
concerns or worries you, for the classmate’s well-being or yours; you are encouraged to 
share your concerns with FIU’s Panthers Care website: http://PanthersCare.fiu.edu/. 

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) offers free and confidential help for 
anxiety, depression, stress, and other concerns that life brings. Learn more about CAPS 
at caps.fiu.edu Professional counselors are available for same day appointments. Call 
305.348.2277 to set up a time to talk, or visit the online self-help portal. 
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Tentative Schedule 
  

Module 
Introduction 

Genocide Across Time 
§ Raphael Lemkin. “Genocide.” Axis Rule in Occupied Europe: 

Laws of Occupation, Analysis of Government, Proposals for 
Redress. Washington: Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, 1944.	

§ Jens Meierhenrich. Genocide: A Reader. Oxford UP, 2014. 
(excerpts) 

Module 01 Genocide Definitions and Challenges 

§ UN Convention on Genocide 
§ UN Security Council Resolution 1820 

Module 02 Feminist Genocide Studies: The Role of Gender 

§ Helen Fein. “Genocide and gender: The uses of women and 
group destiny.” Journal of Genocide Research 1.1 (1999): 43-63 

§ MacKinnon, Catharine A. “Rape, Genocide, and Women’s 
Human Rights.” Harvard Women’s Law Journal 17 (1994): 11-12 

Module 03 Women of the Armenian Genocide 
§ Sona Haroutyunian. “Women of the Armenian Genocide” 

(Textbook chapter 1)	
§ Matthias Bjornlund, “’A Fate Worse Than Dying’: Sexual Violence 

during the Armenian Genocide,” in Dagmar Herzog (ed.), 
Brutality and Desire. War and Sexuality in Europe’s Twentieth 
Century (Houndmills, 2009), 16-58 

Module 04 Romani Women and the Holocaust 

§ Marion Kaplan, “Gender: A Crucial Tool in Holocaust Research,” 
in Larry V. Thompson, ed., Lessons and Legacies IV (Evanston, 
IL, 2003), 163-170 

§ Textbook Chapter 2: 
Michelle Kelso, “Romani Women and the Holocaust” 

Module 05 The Gender Dimension of the Holocaust in France 
§ Textbook Chapter 3: Carol Mann,  

“The Gender Dimension of the Holocaust in France” 
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Module 06 Rape in the 1971 Liberation War Bangladesh 
§ Movie analysis:  

Women and War: Trauma and Triumph of Women in '71  
§ Textbook Chapter 4: Farah Ishtiyaque, “Silencing the 

Women. Violence through Rape in the 1971 War of 
Liberation”  

Module 07 Gendered Silence and Sexual Violence in Cambodia 
§ Textbook Chapter 5: Theresa de Langis,  

“What is remembered? Gendered Silence, Sexual Violence,  
and the Khmer Rouge Atrocity”  

Module 08 Sexual Violence and Australian Aboriginal Genocide 

§ Dirk Moses. “An antipodean genocide? The origins of the 
genocidal moment in the colonization of Australia”. Journal of 
Genocide Research 2.1 (2000): 89-106. 

§ Bringing Them Home Report (chapter 2, 5, 6 and 9) 

Module 09 Genocide in Central America: The Case of Guatemala 
§ Textbook Chapter 6: Martha Galvan-Mandujano, “Genocide in 

Central America: Testimonies of Survivors in Guatemala” 

Module 10 Women During the Rwandan Genocide 

§ Textbook Chapter 7: Sara Brown, “Gender and the Genocide in 
Rwanda. Women as Rescuers and Perpetrators” 

Module 11 Genocidal Rape in Kosova 
§ Textbook Chapter 8: Shirley Cloyes DioGuardi, “Breaking the 

Protracted Silence about Genocidal Rape in Kosova” 
§ Alexandra Stiglmayr (ed.), Mass Rape. The War Against Women 

in Bosnia-Herzegowina (excerpts) 

Module 12 Women and the Gujarat Genocide 

§ Textbook Chapter 9: Dolores Chew “We Want Justice! Women 
and the Gujarat Genocide” 
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Course Justification  

The course WST 4617 “Gender and Genocide” provides a gendered perspective of 
genocide, exploring women’s and men’s differential experiences of genocide across 
global cultures. Mass violence continues to plague the world in the 21st century, with 
gender permeating the crime of genocide, where women consistently are targets for 
sexualized violence. A gendered analysis is essential to elucidate the multi-dimensional 
nature of this crime. Voices and perspectives of victims are key to our understanding of 
the dynamics that emerge in the context of genocidal violence, and how survivors are 
involved in the struggle for justice in post-genocidal contexts. 

Gender and Genocide will enhance students’ understanding of human rights and their 
violations around the world by providing insight into social behaviors leading up to 
genocide, with regard to gender roles and norms as well as prejudice, stereotypes, racism, 
discrimination, ethnic and religious strife, among others.  

This course will be of interest to a wide range of disciplines at FIU, including Criminal 
Justice, Law, Politics and International Relations, Religious Studies, Social Work, 
Sociology, and Psychology, among others. 

Offered as a fully online course, Gender and Genocide caters to the growing need of our 
student body for online courses and online degrees. As such, this course fulfills the depth 
requirement for the B.A. in Gender and Women’s Studies and counts toward the 
undergraduate as well as the graduate Certificate. 

Gender and Genocide fills a gap at FIU in women’s and gender studies as well as in 
genocide studies by providing a gendered perspective in the study of mass violence. 
Consequently, this course will constitute an integral component of FIU’s established 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies Certificate. 

This course is strategically positioned to enhance distance learning by increasing courses 
offered for the Center’s fully online B.A. and thus improving opportunities for student 
retention, graduation, and success. In addition, Gender and Genocide will provide 
students with the opportunity to explore and evaluate solutions for global real-world 
problems on an interdisciplinary level, enhancing internationalized undergraduate 
education at FIU. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Dr. Michaela Moura-Koçoğlu (mmoura@fiu.edu), FIU Center for Women’s and 
Gender Studies. 
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