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LGBT and Beyond: Non-Normative Sexualities in Global 
Perspective 

WST 3641 2019 Syllabus 
 

Instructor: Justin Grant, Ph.D. 
Office:   
Office Hours: 
Email: jugrant@fiu.edu  

 
Course Description: 
 
This course examines the interdisciplinary study of nonnormative sexualities and genders around 
the world. This examination occurs from a local, global, international, and intercultural 
perspective. In this course we will focus on both lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)-
identified individuals familiar to us in the U.S. as well as those individuals across the world 
whose sexual/gender identities, practices and experiences may be less familiar to us. We will 
analyze the ways in which Western attitudes, ideas, social movements, and laws differ in other 
cultural contexts and countries regarding sexual and gender identity. As a Global Learning 
Foundations Course, this course will also enhance your global perspective, awareness and 
engagement with nonnormative sexualities and genders across the world. This course will also 
help you to see that you are very much needed in efforts for sexual and gender minority equality 
on a local, national, and global level. All readings, discussions, viewings, and activities reflect a 
global perspective, global awareness, and global engagement learning outcomes. 
 
Course Objectives: 
 

• Demonstrate increased knowledge about historical and contemporary issues that impact 
sexual and gender minorities in multiple local and global dimensions throughout the 
world; 

• Demonstrate increased awareness of how sexual and gender minorities’ experiences have 
varied across cultures by focusing on such identity markers as: race, ethnicity, class, 
ability, nationality, and religion; 

• Demonstrate willingness to address contemporary oppressions faced by sexual and 
gender minorities around the world at local and global levels; 

• Demonstrate increased knowledge and awareness of sexual/gender experiences in a 
different/nonfamiliar cultural context. 

 
Global Learning Course Outcomes: 
 

• Students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of multiple local and global 
dimensions of non-normative sexual and gender experience around the world, as well as 
the interconnections of these dimensions. 

• Students will be able to conduct an analysis of sexual/gender experience in a 
different/non-familiar cultural context with a theory of sexuality and gender that is 
appropriate to that context.  
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• Students will be able to demonstrate willingness to address contemporary oppressions 
faced by sexual and gender minorities around the world at local and global levels.  

 
Course Fulfills: 
 
This course counts toward the degree requirements for the Women’s and Gender Studies B.A. 
and Certificate, and the Queer Studies Certificate.  For other majors, it can be used to satisfy a 
UCC and/or Global Learning requirement.  See your academic advisor to determine how this 
course will best work to fulfill your degree requirements. 
 
Required Text: 
 

1. Peña, Susana. ¡Oye Loca!: From the Mariel Boatlift to Gay Cuban Miami. U of 
Minnesota P, 2013. ISBN#: 0816665540.  
Ebook ($14.49) on Amazon: https://www.amazon.com/Oye-Loca-Mariel-Boatlift-Cuban-
ebook/dp/B00EST1O4U/ref=mt_kindle?_encoding=UTF8&me= 

 
Required Online Component: 
 
Canvas: Complete login instructions are available at http://canvas.fiu.edu/login/ 
 
Other Resources: 
 
Center for Women’s and Gender Studies Website (womenstudies.fiu.edu/): The CWGS website 
provides information about the BA and certificate programs, in addition to announcements about 
scholarships, organizations, upcoming events, and more. 
 
MPAS LGBTQA Initiatives Webpage (studentaffairs.fiu.edu/get-involved/lgbtqa/index.php): This 
webpage provides information about educational, social, and resource programs and services for 
LGBTQ students at FIU.  
 
FIU’s Center for Excellence in Writing (writingcenter.fiu.edu): The CEW provides students with 
free, one-on-one feedback sessions for any writing assignment. 
 
Google Drive (drive.google.com): Google Drive (formerly Google Docs) provides free online 
document storage and word processing. 
 
List of Assignments: 
 
Service Learning Project (100 Points) and Reflective Essay (50 Points) 
As a class, we will receive HIV Peer Training from the Florida Department of Health and then 
complete an LGBTQ service learning project. After, you will write a 2 page (double-spaced) 
essay reflecting on the hands-on learning experience.  
 
Group Project: Queer South Florida Documentary (125 Points) and Reflective Letter (25 
Points) 
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For this assignment, you will work in groups to create a short documentary about a significant 
queer space in South Florida, such as Latinos Salud, Palace Bar, or Azucar Nightclub. On 
Wednesday, July 11th, you will screen your short documentaries in class. Each group member 
will also submit a 1 page (single-spaced) reflective letter, assessing group dynamics and learning 
takeaways.  
 
Global Queer Culture Poster (175 Points) and Poster Presentation (25 Points)  
Posters are widely used in the social sciences community, and most conferences include poster 
presentations in their program. Research posters synthesize research and use visuals to help 
publicize the topic and generate discussion. For this assignment, each student will design and 
present a research poster on an international (non-U.S.) queer culture of their choice for a mock 
conference.  
 
Grading Breakdown: 
 
Assignment Point Value Percentage of Final 

Grade 

Service Learning Project 
and Reflective Essay 

150 pts.  30% 
 

Group Project: Queer 
Miami Documentary and 
Reflective Letter   

150 pts.   30% 

Global Queer Culture 
Poster and Presentation 

200 pts.  40% 

Total: 500 points 100% 
 
Grading	Scale:	

A  4.0 93-100  465-500 
A-   3.67    90-92  450-464 
B+   3.33 86-89  430-449 
B    3.0 83-85  415-429 
B-   2.67 80-82  400-414 
C+   2.33 76-79  380-399 
C    2.0 70-75  350-379 
D   1.0  65-69  325-349 
F  0.00     0-64  1-324 

	
Policies: 
 
Extra Credit Assignment 
 
You have the option of volunteering for SAVE, South Florida's leading LGBTQ+ advocacy 
organization. SAVE organizes actions such as phonebanks and canvasses based on different 
issues that are going on locally and nationally. This year, for example, they worked in District 
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110 to gather support for non-discrimination laws statewide. SAVE also worked to elect pro-
equality candidates running for office in District 114 and 5.  
 
For this optional extra credit assignment, volunteer for SAVE for a minimum of 3 hours and 
write a 1-page (single-spaced) reflective letter about your experience.  
 
Participation 
 
Participation is a crucial part of success in this class. Students will be expected to work in small 
groups and participate in class discussions and other in-class activities. In sum, students are 
expected to contribute constructively to each class session. 
 
Attendance 
 
Attendance is required. You are permitted two unexcused absences for the summer term. The 
third absence lowers your final course grade by half of a letter. By the fourth absence, you will 
fail this course. A valid, signed doctor’s note, with the reason—illness or injury—that prevented 
you from attending class may also be submitted and will be accepted at the discretion of the 
instructor. Other types of documented emergencies will also be considered.  
 
Please Note: If a student is absent, he or she is responsible to find out the material they missed.  
 
I take attendance at the beginning of class. If you should arrive late, you are responsible to see 
me at the end of class to be counted as present. 
 
Classroom Behavior 
 
Please keep in mind that students come from diverse cultural, economic, and ethnic backgrounds. 
Disrespectful behavior will result in dismissal, and accordingly, absence from the class. 
 
Classroom Materials 
 
Every student is responsible for bringing (a) either print or electronic copies of the day’s 
readings and (b) notes and discussion questions about the day’s readings to every class.  
 
You may bring a laptop or tablet to class in lieu of hard copies and a notebook.  
 
You may rent a laptop or tablet from the library. Information can be found here: 
https://library.fiu.edu/using-the-library/device-checkout 
 
Class Work 
 
Formal projects are due on-line at the assigned deadline. Late assignments are not accepted 
unless other arrangements have been made in advance or in instances of a documented 
emergency.  
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Mode of Submission 
 
All writing assignments will be submitted as MS Word (.docx) documents or .pdf documents to 
Canvas.  
 
Plagiarism 
 
FIU’s code of Academic Integrity includes this pledge, acknowledged of every registered 
student: 
 
As a student of this university: 
I will be honest in my academic endeavors. 
I will not represent someone else’s work as my own. 
I will not cheat, nor will I aid in another’s cheating. 
 
This course will observe FIU’s Code of Academic Integrity in cases of academic misconduct, 
including cheating and plagiarism. Please take the time to review FIU’s policies on academic 
misconduct at http://undergrad.fiu.edu/academic-misconduct/pdfs/undergraduate-academic-
misconduct-final.pdf.  
 
Harassment 
 
Every student in this class is expected to participate in a responsible and mature manner that 
enhances education. Any conduct that disrupts the learning process may lead to disciplinary 
action. Because this course requires much contact, collaboration, and dialog among students, 
each student must work to create an environment of respect and tolerance.  
 
Conferences 
 
I encourage you to set up an office hour appointment, especially when you have questions about 
an assignment or a reading, need help with a particular writing problem, media issue, or course 
concept, want extra feedback on a draft or project, or have questions about my comments on 
your work. Of course, we can correspond via email as well. 
 
Electronic Devices 
 
Put your cellphones on silent before class begins. Students are free to use laptop computers and 
other portable electronic devices in class for the purposes of taking notes, etc. WWW browsing, 
emailing, chatting, etc. unrelated to class activities is, however, inappropriate and will not be 
tolerated. 
 
Statement for Access 
 
The Disability Resource Center collaborates with students, faculty, staff, and community 
members to create diverse learning environments that are usable, equitable, inclusive and 
sustainable. The DRC provides FIU students with disabilities the necessary support to 
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successfully complete their education and participate in activities available to all students. If you 
have a diagnosed disability and plan to utilize academic accommodations, please contact the 
Center at 305-348-3532 or visit them at the Graham Center (GC) 190. 
 
Course Schedule: 
 
Assignments are due on the date in which they appear on the syllabus. 
 
Note: The course schedule is subject to change.  
 
Unit I: LGBTQ Activism  
 
Week I: 
LGBTQ 101 
Review Syllabus and Course Expectations 
Course Introductions 
Complete “Early Learning about LGB Peoples” Activity  
Complete “That’s Gay” Quiz 
Introduce Service Learning Project and Reflective Essay 
Presentation by Belen Sassone, SAVE Field Organizer at 4:15pm 
LGBTQ Activism  
 
Activism in Action  
PEER Educator Facilitator Training, led by the Florida Department of Health, Miami Dade 
County HIV Program (Mandatory Class Attendance)   
 
The STD/HIV Prevention and Control Program at the FDOH provides various services to the 
South Florida community, including testing, condoms, education, PrEP/NPEP and linkage to 
care. As you many know, Miami-Dade County is number one in the nation for the highest rates 
of HIV infection. The HIV Peer Training facilitate various educational sessions and programs on 
topics related to prevention and sexual health by the Health Educator. The goal of our program is 
to mobilize and promote the “Getting to Zero” initiative at a grass-root level in an effort to reach 
the community at large. If you would like to know more about us, please visit our website 
at www.testmiami.org. The service learning activity that students will complete is the creation of 
Condom Kits called Personal Protection Package Bags (PPP Bags) and interview the public 
using a questioner about the perception and knowledge on stigma. 
  
Week II: 
 
Service Learning Day 
(Mandatory Class Attendance)     
 
Unit II: Queer (in) Florida: History, Culture, Politics 
 
Intertwined Histories: Race, Gender, and Sexuality  
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Film Screening and Discussion: 
A Florida Enchantment [dir. Sidney Drew, 1914, United States, 63 min.] 
 
Reading: 
Siobhan B Somerville, “Scientific Racism and the Invention of the Homosexual Body” (Canvas 
Files) and “The Queer Career of Jim Crow” (Canvas Files)  
 
Service Learning Project & Reflective Essay Due  
Introduce Queer Miami Documentary Project Assignment   
Form Project Groups 
 
Week III: 
 
Locas, Papis, and Muscle Queens in Gay Cuban Miami 
 
Reading: 
Susana Peña, ¡Oye Loca!: From the Mariel Boatlift to Gay Cuban Miami (purchase) 
 
Pitch Documentary Topics 
 
Week IV: 
 
Queer, Black, and Poor in Miami’s Liberty City 
 
Film Screening and Discussion:  
Moonlight [dir. Barry Jenkins, 2016, United States, 111 min.] 
 
Reading: 
Tav Nyong’o, “For Colored Boys Who Have Considered Hypermasculinity when the Gender 
Roles were too Tuff”  
Available here: https://bullybloggers.wordpress.com/2016/10/26/for-colored-boys-who-have-
considered-hypermasculinity-when-the-gender-roles-were-too-tuff/ 
Macarena Gómez-Barris, “Moonlight, the Sea Body, and the Color Blue”  
Available here: https://bullybloggers.wordpress.com/2016/11/03/moonlight-the-sea-body-and-
the-color-blue-by-macarena-gomez-barris/ 
 
Field Last Minute Q&A about Queer Miami Documentary Projects  
 
Pulse and #LoveWins: Politics and Remembrance  
 
Reading: 
Justin Torres, “In Praise of Latin Night at the Queer Club” 
Available here: https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/in-praise-of-latin-night-at-the-queer-
club/2016/06/13/e841867e-317b-11e6-95c0-
2a6873031302_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.f095312f9bf2 
Jack Halberstam, “Who Are ‘We’ After Orlando?” 
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Available here: https://bullybloggers.wordpress.com/2016/06/22/who-are-we-after-orlando-by-
jack-halberstam/ 
Toby Beauchamp, “In Security” (Canvas Files)  
Roderick Ferguson, “The Pulse Nightclub and the State of Our World” (Canvas Files)  
 
Queer Miami Documentary Project Screenings and Reflective Letters Due 
 
Unit III: Global Queer Cultures 
 
Week V: 
 
Critical Perspectives on Non-Western Sexualities 
 
Reading: 
Elisabeth L. Engebretsen, Queer Women in Urban China: An Ethnography (Canvas Files) 
Or read through the FIU library: 
https://www-taylorfrancis-com.ezproxy.fiu.edu/books/9781136199059 
 
Introduce Global Queer Culture Poster and Poster Presentation  
 
Travestis, Transformistas, and Muxes 
 
Reading: 
Don Kulick, “A Man in the House: The Boyfriends of Brazilian Travesti Prostitutes” (Canvas 
Files) 
Marcia Ochoa, “Perverse Citizenship: Divas, Marginality, and Participation in Loca -Lization” 
(Canvas Files)  
Cymene Howe, Susanna Zaraysky, and Lois Lorentzen, “Transgender Sex Workers and Sexual 
Transmigration between Guadalajara and San Francisco” (Canvas Files)  
 
Pitch Global Queer Culture Poster Topics 
 
Week VI: 
 
Drag Down Under: Australian Camp and Kitsch 
 
Film Screening and Discussion: 
The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert [dir. Stephan Elliott, 1994, Australia, 103 min.] 
 
Reading: 
Anne Le Guellec-Minel, “Camping it out in the Never Never: Subverting Hegemonic 
Masculinity in The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert (Stephan Elliott, 1994)” 
Available here: https://journals.openedition.org/lisa/9086 
 
Field Last Minute Q&A about Global Queer Culture Posters   
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Global Queer Culture Poster and Poster Presentation Due 
Complete SPOT Survey 
Last Day of Class! 
 
 
 


