
SPN4520: Latin American Culture; Section RVC
Fall 2021 

Instructor Information Table 

Dr. Maida Watson 

 Instructor Information

• Email: Please Use Canvas Inbox
• Office Hours: By Appointment

Only
• Turn Around: 48 hours

Course Time Zone | Eastern Standard Time (EST). Course due dates are according to this time 
zone. 

Course Description and Purpose

This course is designed to provide students with a background in the historical and cultural currents 
both from Spain and from the pre-Colombian cultures that created Latin America. The course will 
study the Spanish roots and the roots of the major pre-Colombian cultures from before the 15th 
century and the mixture of these cultures in Latin America from the late fifteenth to the late 
nineteenth centuries. Since the readings are all in Spanish and all essays are written in Spanish 
students will also improve their command of Spanish vocabulary by reading essays and book chapters 
in Spanish on social and historical topics and their command of written Spanish by writing their exam 
answers and compositions in Spanish. 
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This course meets the requirement for a Global Learning course. This is a Discipline-Specific Global 
Learning course that counts towards your FIU Global Learning graduation requirement. 

Global Learning Course Outcomes 

Global Awareness: Students will be able to analyze the interconnections between historical events, 
political regimes, and linguistic changes that led to the development of a particular culture in Colonial 
Latin American as expressed through its art, food, music and literature 

Global Perspective: Students will be able to analyze a complicated cultural situation such as the 
Christian Reconquest of Muslim Spain and the Spanish Conquest of America in terms of multiple 
cultural perspectives. 

Global Engagement: Students will be able to demonstrate an openness (and an ability to convince 
others to be open) to the cultural differences found in the l492 encounter between American Indian 
cultures and the Spanish. 

Assessment of Global Learning Course Outcomes 
Assessment of your global learning will occur in the following ways: 

Global Awareness: Students will generate research questions based on a discussion of art (casta paintings of 
Colonial Mexico; Colonial art in Cuzco with its syncretic paintings that combined Inca religion with Roman 
Catholic religion) food (description of cooking ways that compared Indian and Spanish mores) and special 
biographies created by historians of everyday people during the Colony. Students will then answer three of the 
student-generated questions with essay answers of 300 words or more each. 

Global Perspective: Students will read documents and see videos such as Cities of Light about the interaction of 
Jewish, Christian and Arab cultures in Medieval Spain and write an essay comparing these interactions and 
comparing them to the actual situation of three religions in the Middle East today. Students will then be 
evaluated on if they can (1) identify perspective (knowledge), (2) subtle perspective (analysis), and (3) problem 
solve (synthesis) in the movie Cities of Light.  

Global Engagement: Students will read documents and watch videos related to the Colonial experience in Latin 
America. Students will then write an essay on what the different ethnic groups (African, Indian and Spanish) 
contributed to Colonial society. In the example of the African groups, students can discuss the experience in 
blending food customs during the period of colonialism and how that relates to modern food customs in Latin 
America. 

Course Objectives

Estudiantes serán capaces de: 

Entender las características principales de la cultura latinoamericana. Este curso estará enfocado en 
estudiar y analizar las principales características de la cultura latinoamericana y su relación con los 
procesos históricos que suscitaron su origen. El contenido sociocultural es la base fundamental para 
el análisis de la evolución y estructuración de la cultura latinoamericana. 

Las lecturas seleccionadas de este curso permitirán al estudiante tener una visión más profunda y 
elaborada de la evolución de la identidad y el discurso latinoamericano. Estas están compuestas por 
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textos que cubren desde el precolombino hasta las Colonias. Además estas lecturas van acompañadas 
de diferentes materiales didácticos como películas, documentales y música. 

• Entender las características principales de la cultura latinoamericana y su conexión con los
procesos históricos que le dan origen. 

• Distinguir las similitudes y diferencias en evolución cultural e histórica de los diferentes
países de América Latina. 

• Adquirir una visión más clara acerca de la influencia de la diversidad histórica y cultural en
la región 

• Analizar como diferentes factores políticos y geográficos afectaron el desarrollo y
protagonismo económico, social y cultural de Latinoamérica en el mundo moderno 

• Entender la influencia de los factores políticos, históricos y socio culturales en el desarrollo
de la identidad latinoamericana. 

Course Awards

Awards 

Affordability Counts 
This course has been awarded the Affordability Counts 
Medallion. The Affordability Counts initiative at FIU seeks to 
make learning more affordable by reducing the cost of course 
materials to $60 or less. Find out more by visiting the 
Affordability Counts website at lowcost.fiu.edu (Links to an 
external site.). 

Policies

Before starting this course, please review the following pages: 

• Policies
• Netiquette (Links to an external site.)
• Technical Requirements and Skills
• Accessibility and Accommodation
• Panthers Care & Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS)
• Academic Misconduct Statement

Course Prerequisites
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While there are no prerequisites for this course, it recommended that students possess the ability to 
understand Spanish at advanced level. Review the Course Catalog (Links to an external site.) webpage 
for prerequisites information. 

Proctored Exam Policy

Please note that the information contained in this section applies only if your course requires a 
proctored exam. 

Through a careful examination of this syllabus, it is the student’s responsibility to determine whether 
this online course requires proctored exams. Please visit our Student Proctored Exam 
Instructions (Links to an external site.) webpage for important information concerning proctored 
exams, proctoring centers, and important forms. 

Textbook and Course Materials

No Textbook Required

Expectations of this Course
This is an online course, which means most (if not all) of the course work will be conducted online. 
Expectations for performance in an online course are the same for a traditional course. In fact, online 
courses require a degree of self-motivation, self-discipline, and technology skills which can make 
these courses more demanding for some students. 

Students are expected to: 

• Review the how to get started information located in the course content
• Introduce yourself to the class during the first week by posting a self introduction in the

appropriate discussion forum 
• Take the practice quiz to ensure that your computer is compatible with Blackboard
• Interact online with instructor/s and peers
• Review and follow the course calendar
• Submit assignments by the corresponding deadline

Course Communication

Communication in this course will take place via Messages ONLY and must be entirely in SPANISH. 
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Chat is a private and secure text-based communication system which occurs within a course among 
its Course members. Users must log on to the Canvas course to send, receive, or read messages. The 
Chat tool is located on the Course Menu, on the left side of the course webpage. It is recommended 
that students check their messages routinely to ensure up-to-date communication. 

Communication between instructor and student in this course will take place via the Canvas Inbox. 
Check out the Canvas Conversations Tutorial or Canvas Guide to learn how to communicate with your 
instructor and peers using Announcements, Discussions, Chat and the Inbox. 

Discussion Forums

Keep in mind that forum discussions are public, and care should be taken when determining what to 
post. Students are required to create a student homepage and write a three-paragraph description 
about themselves and their goals for this course; it is recommended that students post a picture of 
themselves. 5% of the course grade will be based the student homepage. 

The student homepage must be written completely in Spanish. Any homepage in English will receive 
zero (0) points. 

To create a Student Homepage: go to the discussions link from the course tools menu and click on the 
Student Homepage topic. 

Assessments
There are six tests which will be open for 4 days. All tests will be in Spanish and have a time limit of 
two hours and 30 minutes. The six tests are multiple choice and will be based on the readings which 
are due BEFORE the test opens. You will see your score immediately after submitting your test and 
you will be able to see your correct and incorrect answers after each test's due date. You have 4 days 
to take each of the tests, therefore, if you do not take the test it will not open again. Once you begin 
taking the exam, you MUST complete it! The system will not allow you to exit and return to it later. 

In order to mitigate any issues with your computer and online assessments, it is very important that 
you take the "Practice Quiz" from each computer you will be using to take your graded quizzes and 
exams. It is your responsibility to make sure your computer meets the minimum hardware 
requirements (Links to an external site.). Taking the practice test located in Unidad 0 is REQUIRED in 
order to gain access to the course modules and content. You are expected to complete all subsequent 
exams without issue. 

Assessments in this course are not compatible with mobile devices and should not be taken through a 
mobile phone or a tablet. If you need further assistance please contact FIU Online Support 
Services (Links to an external site.). 
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Assignments

There is one long paper which is 600 words and 7 smaller essays of no less than 300 words each. 
Papers will be written in Spanish with proper use of written accents and correct grammar and 
spelling. Topics for the papers are under ensayos in the assignment dropbox. 

Essay topics will be listed on the course content under each lesson. They have to be written in 
Spanish with proper use of written accents and correct grammar and spelling. 

Grading

Course Grades Distribution Table 

Course Requirements Number of Items Weight

Student Home Page 1 5% 

Long Essay 1 15% 

Tests 6 40% 

Short Essays 7 40% 

Total 15 100% 

Letter Grade Distribution Table 

Letter Range% Letter Range% Letter Range%

A 95 or above B 83 - 86 C 70 - 76 
A- 90 - 94 B- 80 - 82 D 60 - 69 
B+ 87 - 89 C+ 77 - 79 F 59 or less 
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Module Weekly Schedule 
Unidad 1 

UNIDAD I - LOS AZTECAS I 
Aug. 24 - Sep- 13 

Tasks: 

• Complete Unidad 0 Practice Quiz to gain access to all subsequent modules FIRST
• Read: Las Guerras Florida
• Read: Qué Sabemos
• Read:  CRONOLOGÍA

Due: 

• Post Introduction Discussion. Please introduce yourself in Spanish and post a picture
- due Aug. 30

Unindad 2 
UNIDAD II - LOS AZTECAS II 

Aug 24 - Sep. 13 

Tasks: 

• Read: Los aztecas powerpoint

Due: 

• Ensayo corto 1 due Sep. 13
• Test 1: You will have 90 minutes to complete the test. It will cover all reading on the Aztecs

and the audios and movies on the Aztecs. Be sure and watch the Los Aztecas PPT before you
take the test. Test 1 on  sept. 10 and closes on Sep. 13

• Last day to add/drop courses or withdraw from the University without incurring financial
liability for Tuition and Fees: Sep. 13

Unidad 3 
UNIDAD III - LOS INDIOS DEL PERÚ E INCAS 

Sep. 14-27 

Tasks: 
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Unidad 3 
UNIDAD III - LOS INDIOS DEL PERÚ E INCAS 

• Read: Los Incas 
• Read: Culturas de Centroamerica y los Andes Septentrionales and all the readings on the Incas 

Unidad 4 
UNIDAD IV - LA CULTURA INCA 

Sep. 14-27 

Tasks: 

• Read: Los Incas & Los Incas F. Pease 
• Read: Los Incas PPT 

Due: 

• Ensayo corto 2 due Sep. 27 
• Test 2 on all readings opens on Sep. 24 and closes on Sep.27 

Unidad 5 
UNIDAD V - LOS MAYAS 

Sep 28- Oct. 4 

Tasks: 

• Read: Maya PowerPoint  
• Read: Mayas, La teoria del fin del mundo 
• Read: Redescubrir a los mayas 

Due: 

• Ensayo corto 3 due Oct 4 
• Test 3: You will have 90 minutes to complete the test. It will cover all the material on the 

Mayans and the movies on the Mayans. Be sure to watch and take notes of the ppt. before 
taking the test. Test 3 opens on Oct 1 and closes on Oct 4 

Unidad 6 
UNIDAD VI - ESPAÑA: SU GEOGRAFÍA Y SU HISTORIA HASTA LA RECONQUISTA 

Oct 5 - 18 

Tasks: 

• Read: Cultura de Espana I PPT 
• Read: Cultura de Espana II PPT 
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Unidad 6 
UNIDAD VI - ESPAÑA: SU GEOGRAFÍA Y SU HISTORIA HASTA LA RECONQUISTA 

• Read: El papel de los judíos en la España medieval 
• Read: Raices La España Medieval, Frontera de la Cristiandad 
• Read: La España antes de 1492 
• Listen to the audio files and read over the accompanying documents within the module on 

Canvas 

Unidad 7 
UNIDAD VII - ESPAÑA: SU GEOGRAFÍA Y SU HISTORIA HASTA LA RECONQUISTA PARTE 

2 
Oct. 5 - 18 

Tasks: 

Due: 

• Ensayo corto 4 due Oct 18 
• Test 4: You will have 90 minutes to complete the test. It will cover all the material on Spain 

before 1492 and the audio and documentaries. Watch the PowerPoint on Spain before taking the 
test. Test 4 opens on Oct 19 and closes Oct 18 

Unidad 8 

UNIDAD VIII – DESCUBRIMIENTO y LA COLONIA I 

Oct. 19- Nov 2 

Tasks: 

• Read: Conquista Powerpoint 
• Read: Cultura Hispano América - La Colonia 
• Read: Cultura Hispano América_parte 2 
• Read: Reconquista versus Conquista 
• tch: Los Alimentos Americanos Llegan a Europa (Links to an external site.) 

Due: 

• Long essay due Nov.2 

Unidad 9 

UNIDAD IX - LA COLONIA 2 

Oct 19- Nov 1 

Do not copy without the instructor's express written consent.

Do n
ot 

co
py



Unidad 9 

UNIDAD IX - LA COLONIA 2 

Tasks: 

• Read: La Esclavitud Africana en America.pdf 
• Read: La sociedad indiana.pdf 
• Read: La sociedad indiana II.pdf 
• Read: La sociedad indiana III.pdf 
• Read :La Sociedad colonial en el Perú colonial 

Unidad 10 
UNIDAD X – LA COLONIA 3 

Oct 19- Nov 2 

Tasks: 

• Read: Power Point Caribe 
• Read: La comida en las colonias 
• Read: La comida en el Mexico colonial I 
• Read: La comida en el Mexico colonial II 
• Read: La colonia  

Due: 

• Ensayo corto 5 due Nov 1 
• Test 5: You will have 90 minutes to complete the test. It will cover all the readings on the 

Colony including the audios and the documentary called La edad de oro. Test 5 opens on Oct 
29 and closes on Nov 1 

Unidad 11 
UNIDAD XI - LA INDEPENDENCIA 

Nov . 2-  15 

Tasks: 

• Read: Siglo XIX 
• Read: Siglo XIX part 2  
• Read: Siglo 19-1  
• Read: Siglo 19-2 
• Read: Artes S.  XIX Latino Americano  
•  
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Unidad 11 
UNIDAD XI - LA INDEPENDENCIA 

•  

Due: 

• Ensayo corto 6 due Nov. 15 
• Test 6: You will have 90 minutes to complete your test. It will cover all the readings on the 

19th century and the independencia. Test 6 opens Nov 12 and closes Nov 15 

Unidad 12 
UNIDAD XII – CAMILA 

Nov 16- Nov 29 

Tasks: 

• Read: The Terror  
• Read: Patrón y peon 
• Read: Estanciero 
• Read Sumario De lecturas Sobre Rosas 
• Watch: Camilia (Part 1-6) 

Unidad 13 

Patriarcado - Rosas  

Nov. 16-Nov.29 

Read  Mujeres en las colonias 

• La mujer en las colonias 
• ppt mujeres 

• Ensayo corto 7 Due Nov. 29 Course is over early so you can study for your other finals! 

 

 

Course Summary: 
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Date Details Due 

Sun 
Aug 
22, 
2021 

Page What to Complete - Unidad I to do: 11:59pm 

Mon 
Aug 
30, 
2021 

Assignment Student Homepage - Introduce Yourself due 
by 11:59pm 

Sun 
Sep 5, 
2021 

Assignment Ensayo corto 1 due 
by 11:59pm 

Assignment Test 1 due 
by 11:59pm 

Page What to Complete - Unidad II to do: 11:59pm 

Sun 
Sep 
19, 
2021 

Assignment Ensayo corto 2 due 
by 11:59pm 

Assignment Test 2 due 
by 11:59pm 

Page What to Complete - Unidad IV to do: 11:59pm 

Sun 
Sep 
26, 
2021 

Assignment Ensayo corto 3 due 
by 11:59pm 

Assignment Test 3 due 
by 11:59pm 

Assignment Ensayo corto 4 due 
by 11:59pm 
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Date Details Due 

Sun 
Oct 10, 
2021 

Assignment Test 4 due 
by 11:59pm 

Sun 
Oct 24, 
2021 

Assignment Ensayo corto 5 due 
by 11:59pm 

Assignment Test 5 due 
by 11:59pm 

Sun 
Oct 31, 
2021 

Assignment Test 6 due 
by 11:59pm 

Sun 
Nov 
14, 
2021 

Assignment Ensayo corto 6 due 
by 11:59pm 

Assignment Ensayo Largo due by 11: 
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