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Course Syllabus

Guernica (1937), Pablo Picasso

GENERAL INFORMATION
Professor Information
Instructor: Medardo Rosario, Ph.D.
Office Hours: By Appointment
E-mail: Please use Canvas Inbox

Course Description and Purpose
This course provides an overall view of diverse manifestations of Spanish culture throughout history and
in the present-day. The course seeks to develop an intellectual insight into the
contemporary Spanish society and culture by looking at key historical events. It also explores cultural
hybridity and the global aspects of Spanish cultural identity. The first  module analyzes the process of
cultural cross-fertilization that took place among the Christian, Jewish, and Muslim communities in
medieval Spain and focuses on the interactions of the three cultures in 21  century Spain. The second
module examines how the Spanish Empire (16  and 17  centuries) became the foremost global power
of its time and the place Spain has nowadays in global affairs.

We seek to encourage student’s critical thinking about how the events of the past have shaped
contemporary Spain. During the course we will question traditional notions of Spanish culture while
broadening students’ general knowledge and understanding about the main cultural themes discussed.
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Topics of discussion include issues on modernity, nationalisms, cultural diversity, globalization, and
immigration.

Throughout the semester, we will try to answer a variety of questions: How do Spaniards see their own
country’s past, present, and future? Do Spanish customs, culture, history, architecture, literature, and
film reveal a clearly distinct way of seeing and understanding the world? What are the similarities and
differences between Spanish cultural history and that of the Western European nations? How do
Spaniards view their linguistic and cultural diversity? What adjustments are necessary for examining the
medieval/early-modern societies from the perspective of the 21st century’s societies? Does our
knowledge of the past enrich our awareness of the present and vice versa? How has Spain envisioned
itself and what challenges does it face in the era of globalization? How is Spain dealing now with
immigration from Africa and Latin America?

This is a Discipline-Specific global learning course that counts toward your FIU Global Learning
Graduation requirement.

Course Objectives
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

1. Identify different aspects of Spanish cultural diversity (linguistic, artistic, racial, etc.) and discuss
trends in multicultural and political issues in contemporary Spanish society.

2. Discuss the impact of different cultures (Roman, Visigoth, Muslim, Jewish) and identify the most
important events that contributed to the formation of contemporary Spanish society.

3. Examine Spanish cultural history vis a vis other world civilizations
4. Discuss the role Spain has played in global political and cultural affairs throughout history.
5. Demonstrate knowledge of current issues and perspectives in literary and cultural studies in

Spain as well as being familiar with a range of cultural works from different periods.
6. Discuss, synthesize and analyze, both orally and in writing, key points related to Spanish culture.

HOW WILL THIS COURSE HELP YOU SUCCEED?

Familiarizing yourself with Spanish cultural history, learning how to analyze cultural roles, and being able
to express your ideas about the texts that you read will not only help you develop your critical and
analytical skills, but also will make you a better writer. It will also give you a better understanding of your
own culture.

GLOBAL LEARNING OUTCOMES 

1. Global Awareness: Students will be able to identify different aspects of Spanish cultural diversity 
(linguistic, artistic, racial, etc.).

2. Global Perspective: Students will discuss the impact of different cultures in the formation of 
Spanish identity.

3. Global Engagement: Students will engage in intercultural problem solving regarding the place 
Spain has occupied in the world stage throughout the centuries. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Policies
Please review the FIU's Policies  (http://online.fiu.edu/app/webroot/html/blackboardlearn/policies/)
 webpage. The policies webpage contains essential information regarding guidelines relevant to all
courses at FIU, as well as additional information about acceptable netiquette for online courses.

As a member of the FIU community you are expected to be knowledgeable about the behavioral
expectations set forth in the FIU Student Code of Conduct  (http://studentaffairs.fiu.edu/get-
support/student-conduct-and-conflict-resolution/) .

Technical Requirements and Skills
One of the greatest barriers to taking an online course is a lack of basic computer literacy. By computer
literacy we mean being able to manage and organize computer files efficiently, and learning to use your
computer's operating system and software quickly and easily. Keep in mind that this is not a computer
literacy course; but students enrolled in online courses are expected to have moderate proficiency using
a computer. Please go to the "What's Required  (http://online.fiu.edu/futurestudents/whatsrequired) "
webpage to find out more information on this subject.

Please visit our Technical Requirements
(http://online.fiu.edu/app/webroot/html/blackboardlearn/mastertemplate/technical_requirements/)  webpage
for additional information.

Accessibility and Accommodation
The Disability Resource Center collaborates with students, faculty, staff, and community members to
create diverse learning environments that are usable, equitable, inclusive and sustainable. The DRC
provides FIU students with disabilities the necessary support to successfully complete their education
and participate in activities available to all students. If you have a diagnosed disability and plan to utilize
academic accommodations, please contact the Center at 305-348-3532 or visit them at the Graham
Center GC 190.

Please visit our ADA Compliance
(http://online.fiu.edu/app/webroot/html/blackboardlearn/mastertemplate/accessibility/)  webpage for
information about accessibility involving the tools used in this course.

Please visit the LMS Accessibility webpage for more information:

Canvas  (https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2061)

For additional assistance please contact FIU's Disability Resource Center  (http://drc.fiu.edu/) .
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Academic Misconduct Statement
Florida International University is a community dedicated to generating and imparting knowledge through
excellent teaching and research, the rigorous and respectful exchange of ideas and community service.
All students should respect the right of others to have an equitable opportunity to learn and honestly to
demonstrate the quality of their learning. Therefore, all students are expected to adhere to a standard of
academic conduct, which demonstrates respect for themselves, their fellow students, and the
educational mission of the University. All students are deemed by the University to understand that if
they are found responsible for academic misconduct, they will be subject to the Academic Misconduct
procedures and sanctions, as outlined in the Student Handbook.

Academic Misconduct includes: Cheating – The unauthorized use of books, notes, aids, electronic
sources; or assistance from another person with respect to examinations, course assignments, field
service reports, class recitations; or the unauthorized possession of examination papers or course
materials, whether originally authorized or not. Plagiarism – The use and appropriation of another’s
work without any indication of the source and the representation of such work as the student’s own. Any
student who fails to give credit for ideas, expressions or materials taken from another source, including
internet sources, is responsible for plagiarism.

Learn more about the academic integrity policies and procedures
(http://online.fiu.edu/student/resources/policies.php)  as well as student resources
(http://online.fiu.edu/student/resources/academic-integrity-resources.php)  that can help you prepare for a
successful semester.

Course Communication
I welcome your thoughts, suggestions, and questions throughout the semester. Please, contact me if you
have any questions or need assistance at any time during the semester and do not wait until the end
of the term to ask for help or clarification. I prefer that all initial communications are done via Canvas.
I am also available to meet with you by appointment if you are on campus. If you prefer to talk by phone,
send me a message with your phone number and a good time to call. I will get in touch with you.

Course Prerequisites
Advanced Spanish language proficiency (SPN 3422 or equivalent) is required in the the four skills:
reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  Students should already have the ability to express complex
ideas in Spanish, in both written and oral formats.

Expectations of this Course
This is an online course, which means most (if not all) of the course work will be conducted online.
Expectations for performance in an online course are the same for a traditional course. In fact, online
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courses require a degree of self-motivation, self-discipline, and technology skills which can make these
courses more demanding for some students.

COURSE DETAIL
Online Format and other Course Materials
Expectations for performance in online courses are the same as for traditional courses. On the Canvas
platform, you will find announcements, selected reading assignments, additional recommended
readings, class notes, articles, related links, and all other relevant information.

To sketch the broadest possible picture of our subject matter, we will draw on selected readings from
books, journal articles and newspapers, as well as film and documentaries, student presentations and
use of multimedia. We will seek to have both in-class and online conversations and discussions based
on an interdisciplinary, interactive approach. These conversations will be critical in nature and they will
deal with the social, cultural and political implications of past and current events. We will thus interrogate
a wide range of issues in order to reach a better understanding of the historical period reviewed and
other cultural aspects presented or assigned in class.

Discussion Forums
We will discuss selected assigned readings, documentaries and films, via a discussion board. Students
are expected to post their own reflections and also comment about other students’ postings. The
purpose of the discussion board is to frame and promote collaborative learning.  Active and regular
participation is not only important for me to see, but also important for you in learning the course content
and in developing your thoughts and positions on various topics.  

The three cardinal rules for Discussion Boards:

1. Please remember that the cultural of mutual respect that is part of this course extends into the
virtual classroom environment. 

2. Participation in these discussion boards is required. 
3. Participation alone is not enough; a thoughtful and meaningful approach in your posts is

required.  (Quality counts!)

The total of your participation in a single discussion board question (topic) will be graded on a ten point
scale.  Here is the protocol for posting and contributing to an online discussion:

1. You are expected to participate on at least 3 different days.
2. You should begin at least one thread and provide at least three posts in response to other

participants’ threads. 
3. The length of the initial posting should be at least 200 words. Whether you agree or disagree with

other classmates´ ideas, explain why with supporting evidence and concepts from the readings or
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a related experience.  Include a reference, link, or citation when appropriate.
4. Be organized in your thoughts and ideas.
5. Incorporate correlations with the assigned readings or topics.
6. Stay on topic. 
7. Provide evidence of critical, college-level thinking and thoughtfulness in your responses or

interactions. Avoid summarizing.
8. Contribute to the learning community by being creative in your approaches to topics, being

relevant in the presented viewpoints, and attempting to motivate the discussion.
9. Be aware of grammar and sentence mechanics. 

10. Use proper etiquette.  Remember that being respectful is critical.

Example of discussion forum (This is a global engagement activity).

After the Spanish Civil War (1936-39), many artists left Spain looking for a better life. These exiles made
a positive contribution to the countries that welcomed them, thus establishing new ties between Spain
and the world.

Follow the steps below to participate in this week's forum:

1. Look for information about a Spanish artist (writer, musician, painter, dancer, etc.) who went into exile
as a result of the conflict unleashed during the Spanish Civil War.

2. Provide a biography of at least 200 words of the artist. Make sure you answer the following questions
when developing this biography:
A. When and in which region of Spain was the selected artist born?
B. What role did they play, if any, during the Spanish Civil War? Which side did they support during

the conflict?
C. Once exiled, how did their work contribute to the host country that received them?

3. Provide at least two examples of the work produced by this artist outside of Spain. If she/he is a
plastic artist (painter, sculptor, architect, etc.) share a photo of their work. If the artist is a musician,
include a link to one of your pieces. If you selected a writer, offer the titles of at least two of your
works and a small fragment, not exceeding 300 words, of one of them.

4. Make sure you don't repeat the artist that one of your classmates has selected.
5. Read the comments of your classmates and respond to at least two of them.

Discussion Forum Rubric
Participating is measured by posting on 3 different days.  You should make a minimum of three postings
in total: one new thread (minimum 200 words) and two thoughtful responses (minimum 50 words each)
to different members.  Your participation will be graded on a ten point scale as follows. 

A Discussion (9-10 points) – participated 3 times, minimum of 3 posts

A-level postings:

Are made in a timely fashion, giving others an opportunity to respond.
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Are thoughtful and analyze the content or question asked.
Make connections to the course content and/or other experiences.
Extend discussions already taking place or pose new possibilities or opinions not previously
voiced. 
Are from participants who motivate group discussion, and present a creative approach to the
topic.

*If these criteria are met but the word count is not met, the score will drop two points.

B Discussion (8-9 points) – participated 2 times, minimum of 3 posts

B-level postings:

Are made in a timely fashion, giving others an opportunity to respond.
Are thoughtful and analyze the content or question asked.
Make connections to the course content and/or other experiences, but connections are unclear,
not firmly established or are not obvious.
Contain novel ideas, connections, and/or real-world application but lack depth, detail and/or
explanation.
Are from participants who interact freely and occasionally attempt to motivate discussion.

*If these criteria are met but the word count is not met, the score will drop two points.

C Discussion (7-8 points) – participated 2 times, minimum of 2 posts

C-level postings:

Are usually, but not always, made in a timely fashion.
Are generally accurate, but the information delivered is limited.
Make vague or incomplete connections between class content and posting by other students.
Summarize what other students have posted and contain few novel ideas.
Show marginal effort to become involved with group.

*If these criteria are met but the word count is not met, the score will drop two points.

D Discussion (6-7 points) – participated 1 time

D level postings:

Are not made in timely fashion, if at all.
Are superficial, lacking in analysis or critique.
Contribute few novel ideas, connections, or applications.
May veer off topic.
Show little effort to participate in learning community as it develops.

*If these criteria are met but the word count is not met, the score will drop two points.
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F Discussion (0 points). 

Participant was rude or abusive to other course participants.  In this case, the number and quality
of other posts is irrelevant.

OR

Participant failed to meet the basic criteria for the “D Discussion”.

Assessments
In order to mitigate any issues with your computer and online assessments, it is very important that you
take the "Practice Quiz" from each computer you will be using to take your graded quizzes and exams. It
is your responsibility to make sure your computer meets the minimum hardware requirements
(http://online.fiu.edu/future_whats_required.html) .

Assessments in this course are not compatible with mobile devices and should not be taken through a
mobile phone or a tablet. If you need further assistance please contact FIU Online Support Services
(http://online.fiu.edu/supportservices) .

Assignments
1. Discussion Board. Please see above in the Discussion Forums section.

2. Final paper. You will have to write a research paper (5-6 double-spaced pages) on a topic
related to Spanish culture discussed in this course. See rubrics on Canvas.

The grade will be divided as follows:

Project summary and bibliography. The first step will be to submit the following information in
writing: title, 200-word abstract and commented bibliography of your research paper. At least
five academic bibliographical sources will be included. You are supposed to summarize each
of the sources in a paragraph.
Final paper. The ideas of at least four sources should be incorporated and quoted in the 
paper. Of course, you may consult many other sources, however, only the cited works will be
included. Students must follow MLA Handbook guidelines.

I suggest that for this written project you develop a topic closely related to your group project
so that you have part of the research done. The topic can be related to any cultural or
historical aspect discussed in class, including art, architecture, food, dressing, every day life,
politics, cultural history, etc. Sample topics:

Al-Ándalus y su legado en la España actual.

Influencia de la cultura andalusí en el mundo.

El papel de la mujer en la España musulmana.
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Aspectos de la vida cotidiana en la España medieval.

La ciencia en Al-Ándalus.

Sinagogas, mezquitas e iglesias. Las transformaciones de los lugares de culto.

Sefarad, quinientos años después

Toledo, ciudad de las tres culturas.

Las contribuciones del árabe a la lengua española.

Misticismo y espiritualidad en la España renacentista.

Bartolomé de las Casas y su defensa de los derechos humanos.

España y Castilla: nacionalismo e identidad nacional.

Familia y comunidad en la España moderna. La sombra de los antepasados.

Lengua y política. El debate lingüístico en las comunidades autónomas.

La representación del inmigrante en la literatura o el cine españoles.

3. Exams. The exams will be based on the weekly assigned readings and documentaries. There
will not be any make-ups for given exams.

4. Group project.  Students will be divided into groups and they will work on a group project that
they will present to the rest of the class at the end of the semester. The aim of the group project is
to develop a critical reflection on the topic and to promote class discussion through the discussion
board. The sample topics for the written projects are also suitable for the group project. See rubrics
on Canvas.

Grading
Note: According to the University policy, an incomplete grade is a temporary symbol given at the
discretion of the instructor for work not completed because of serious interruption not caused by the
student’s own negligence. Please, contact your instructor if you have any questions or need assistance
at any time during the semester. Do not wait until the end of the term to ask for help or clarification.

Course Requirements Number of Items Percentage of grade

Discussion Board 10 45%

Final Paper 1 25%

Exams 3 20%

Group Project 1 10%
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Course Summary:
Date Details Due

Sun Jan 16, 2022
  Foro de discusión 1: El
surgimiento de España
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683097)

due by 11:59pm

Thu Jan 20, 2022
  SPN4500 RVC 1221
(https://fiu.instructure.com/calendar?
event_id=545918&include_contexts=course_128745)

6pm to 8pm

Sun Jan 23, 2022
  Foro de discusión 2: Una
España global
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683133)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Jan 30, 2022
  Foro de discusión 3: Al-
Ándalus en el siglo XXI
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683151)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Feb 6, 2022

  Foro de discusión 4: "La
Reconquista" y la formación de
los reinos cristianos
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683152)

due by 11:59pm

Total 15 100%

 

Letter Range (%) Letter Range (%) Letter Range (%)

A 93 or above B 83 - 86 C 70 - 76

A- 90 - 92 B- 80 - 82 D 60 - 69

B+ 87 - 89 C+ 77 - 79 F 59 or less

COURSE CALENDAR
Weekly Schedule
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/files/20857028?wrap=1)
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Date Details Due

Sun Feb 13, 2022

  Examen 1.
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683140)

due by 11:59pm

  Foro de discusión 5: Sefarad,
ayer y hoy
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683200)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Feb 20, 2022

  Foro de discusión 6: El
intercambio atlántico. España y
sus relaciones con las Américas
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1686728)

due by 11:59pm

  Foro de discusión 9:
Neocolonialismo y globalización
en También la lluvia de Icíar
Bollaín
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683503)

due by 11:59pm

  Entradas bibliográficas para el
trabajo final
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1726690)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Feb 27, 2022

  Foro de discusión 7: La
monarquía de los Reyes Católicos
y el reinado de Carlos V
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1686724)

due by 11:59pm

Sat Mar 12, 2022

  Foro de discusión 9: La
religión católica y la definición del
Estado durante la época de Felipe
II
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683545)
(1 student)

due by 11pm
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Date Details Due

Sun Mar 13, 2022

  Examen 2.
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683502)
(1 student)

due by 11pm

  Examen 2.
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683502)

due by 11:59pm

  Foro de discusión 9: La
religión católica y la definición del
Estado durante la época de Felipe
II
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683545)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Mar 20, 2022
  Foro de discusión 10: La
Guerra Civil Española
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683517)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Mar 27, 2022

  Foro de discusión 11: Global
Engagement Activity
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683516)

due by 11:59pm

  Examen 3
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1686708)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Apr 3, 2022
  Foro de discusión 12:
Franquismo y nacionalcatolicismo
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683658)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Apr 10, 2022

  Foro de discusión 13: La
religión en la sociedad española
contemporánea
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683659)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Apr 17, 2022

  Foro de discusión 14:
Movimientos de independencia
dentro de España
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683657)

due by 11:59pm

  Tarea de la semana 14.
Movimientos de independencia
dentro de España
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683662)

due by 11:59pm
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Date Details Due

Sun Apr 24, 2022
  Foro de discusión 15: Negritud
en España
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683828)

due by 11:59pm

Tue Apr 26, 2022   Trabajo final
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683898)

due by 11:59pm

Thu Apr 28, 2022
  SPN4500 RVC 1221
(https://fiu.instructure.com/calendar?
event_id=569631&include_contexts=course_128745)

5pm to 8pm

Fri Apr 29, 2022

  SPN4500 RVC 1221
(https://fiu.instructure.com/calendar?
event_id=569632&include_contexts=course_128745)

5pm to 8pm

  Presentación oral
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683866)

due by 11:59pm

  Tarea de la semana 10. La
Guerra Civil Española
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683518)

 

  Tarea de la semana 11. Exilio
español después de la Guerra Civil
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683519)

 

  Tarea de la semana 12.
Franquismo y nacionalcatolismo
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683660)

 

  Tarea de la semana 13. Una
España secular
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683661)

 

  Tarea de la semana 15.
Negritud en España
(https://fiu.instructure.com/courses/128745/assignments/1683736)
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