
Fall 2022 

BA: Tuesdays (online Zoom). 2:00-3:15 PM (be sure to complete the week’s asynchronous materials by class time). 

MA Students: Tuesdays 2:00-4:45.   

Zoom Link: 

Meeting ID: 993 4453 8786 
Passcode: 

Course Alignment Map for: [REL 3492 / RLG 5183 - Bauman] Earth Ethics: Religion, Nature and Globalization 

Course Description: 

This course draws from religious, philosophical, and scientific sources in order to examine planetary environmental problems.   Environmental 
Philosophy and Ethics, as well as the emerging field of Religion and Ecology have developed over the past 50-60 years in an attempt to address 
problematic human-earth relations.  On the one hand, underlying many of these approaches is a very western understanding of “nature” as pristine, 
pure and without human presence.  On the other hand, the reductive and productive model of science has attempted to define all non-human nature as 
“dead” stuff and thereby as resource for human use.  Who gets defined as “human” has also been problematic throughout history: those “others” 
(poor people, indigenous peoples, people of color, women) get defined as “nature” and thus as available also for “human” use. Religious and cultural 
worldviews have also understood nature as either a pristine creation for which humans ought to be good stewards, or as evil material that must be 
controlled and eventually escaped. Finally, some thinkers have argued that culture and technology are the culprits of ecological and social ills, and 
human beings ought to return to a paradisiacal relationship with nature. 

            Might these very static notions of nature, as pristine source of salvation, as mere resource for human beings, or as chaotic source of evil, be at 
the heart of what has created climate change, social injustice, and other planetary ills? This is precisely what some political, post-modern, and 
de/post-colonial scholars have suggested.  Nature, from these perspective should be thought of in the plural and not as something separate from 
“culture.” The very attempt to define nature and globalize that understanding of nature leads to social oppressions (think about what is coded as 
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“natural” or “unnatural”) and ecological ills (through removing humans from their ecological and often urban contexts). This course will explore the 
effects of globalizing Modern western (and monotheistic) understandings of “nature” and “religion.”  The hypothesis of the course is that both 
religion (culture) and science (nature) have served as apolitical foundations for forcing truth claims upon “others,” both humans and “more than 
humans.” In response to this, this course will explore what a “planetary” understanding and ethic (Spivak) of the world as opposed to that of the 
global might look like. In other words, how might we begin to think and act as if we are part of a planetary community rather than separate from or 
an exception to the rest of the natural world?   

This is a Global Learning Course and a Writing Across the Curriculum Course.  

 Course Objectives: 
At the end of this course: 

a) Students will be able to identify interrelationships between religious ideas and the ways we interact with other animals and the rest of the natural 
world;  

b) Students will be able to identify specific, global environmental challenges and analyze them from multiple perspectives;  

c) Based on their awareness of how their own life-choices affect global environmental issues, students will be able to describe possible solutions that 
work toward global health. 

 

Aim Of the Course 

To explore the philosophical and religious sources and forms for the processes known as “globalization” and “climate change” as they pertain to the 
human and non-human community, and to discern an appropriate, de-colonizing environmental ethic in a world that has multiple meanings of 
“nature” and what is “natural.” 

 Modality and Course Expectations:  

This course will be “online live.” This means that you will do asynchronous work throughout the week that we will discuss on Tuesdays, live on 
Zoom.  This is a “reverse classroom,” which means you will listen to lectures and do readings on your own time, and we will have questions, 
answers, and discussion about the week’s readings and lecture materials on Tuesdays. So, come to Zoom on Tuesdays prepared to talk!  Being 
prepared for Tuesday class means that you should complete the asynchronous component of the course (readings and lecture) in the week that it is 
assigned so that you can be prepared for course discussions on Tuesdays.  Tuesdays will be our time to synthesize and digest all the information you 
have read and listened to in a given week, so it is very important that you attend.  

 Statement on Academic Freedom 

Academic freedom and responsibility are essential to the integrity of the University. The principles of academic freedom are integral to the 
conception of the University as a community of scholars engaged in the pursuit of truth and the communication of knowledge in an atmosphere of 
tolerance and freedom. The University serves the common good through teaching, research, scholarship/creative activities, and service. The 
fulfillment of these functions rests upon the preservation of the intellectual freedoms of teaching, expression, research, and debate. The University 
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and UFF affirm that academic freedom is a right protected by this Agreement in addition to a faculty member’s constitutionally protected freedom of 
expression and is fundamental to the faculty member’s responsibility to seek and to state truth as he/she sees it. 

Covid Situation and Absence Policy:   

Given the current situation and all its unknowns, I try to be flexible.  If you are sick, please let me know through email prior to class.  It is important 
to participate in the synchronous discussions as a lot of synthesizing will take place there.  But I do understand that things happen.  If you fall ill and 
miss more than a week of classes, please write to me about how we can make up the missed work. I will do everything I can to work with you to 
make up work within reason, but there are certain deadlines set by the nature of the university semester.  If you fall to far behind, please speak with 
me so that we can work out a solution.  

 

Global Learning Outcomes  

In this course: a) Students will be able to identify interrelationships between religious ideas and the ways we interact with other animals and the rest 
of the natural world; b) Students will be able to identify specific, global environmental challenges and analyze them from multiple perspectives; c) 
Based on their awareness of how their own life-choices affect global environmental issues, students will be able to describe possible solutions that 
work toward global health. 

  

Writing Across the Curriculum Outcomes 

This course is intended to help students become better writers. In particular, this course is aimed at helping students “write to learn.” Writing to learn 
involves developing one’s critical thinking, reasoning, and argument skills through writing.  As such, students will write three short, interconnected 
essays and work in peer-review groups to evaluate the essays.  After the peer-review of each essay, students will have the opportunity to revise each 
essay according to the peer evaluations.  All writing requirements will be assessed by rubrics handed out on the first day of class. 

Course Readings (BA/MA) 

Whitney Bauman, Rick Bohannon, and Kevin O’Brien, eds., Grounding Religion: A Fieldguide to the Study of Religion and Ecology, Second, 
Revised Edition (Routledge 2017). (free link: https://www.dropbox.com/s/kb5zpv9o204rl02/Grounding%20Religion%202.pdf?dl=0) 

Ronald Sandler, Environmental Ethics: Theory in Practice (Oxford University Press, 2017). 

Other Readings Provided Online. 

Course Readings (MA) 

Whitney Bauman and Kevin O’Brien, Environmental Ethics and Uncertainty (Routledge 2020). (free link here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/017gcepopn7i93t/Environmental%20Ethics%20and%20Uncertainty.pdf?dl=0) 
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James Miller, Chinas Green Religion (Columbia University Press, 2017) 

Carol Wayne White, Black Lives and Sacred Humanity (Fordham University Press, 2016) 

 

BA Requirements (MA Students I will also provide you with final requirements; in the requirements 
below, where it says BA, you don’t need to do them; where it says BA/MA, you still need to do them) 

Recognizing that there are many different learning styles, these requirements are designed to provide you with a variety of ways in which you can 
demonstrate your engagement with the materials in the course. 

  

Class Participation/Quizzes—20% (BA) 

The first step to doing well in this class is to show up and participate, even in zoom lectures and online discussions!  You can’t be a part of the 
learning community if you are not present.  If you have to be absent for an extended period due to illness or family issues, etc., please let me know.  

The second step to doing well in the class is to “speak up” during discussions.   There will also be time for Q&A on course lectures day.  It is 
important to hear your voice!  Toward this end, every student will need to submit a question and a relevant example for the topic of the given week.  
There will be a space on the course canvas to submit your question and example.  By example, I mean find something that relates to the weeks 
reading in the news, or a situation or historical event, that helps you to relate to the course materials for a given week.  Include a link to this with your 
question: it could be a video, magazine or newspaper or blog post, a song, a poem, or even a famous person that somehow relates to the course 
content.  

            The classroom is a community of learners.  That is, we are all in the process of critically engaging the lectures and course materials together, 
even remotely. Learning should be a collaborative process and it will take all of us to learn this semester.  Having said that, there are some ground 
rules that should be followed in course discussions and assignments. 

1. Confidentiality: Sometimes we are exploring serious issues in the course that may be hard to speak about or give voice too. I expect that students will 
respect one another’s privacy in this course and allow room for this type of exploration. 

2. Trust and Respect: The classroom is a learning community, and it is only as good as the relationships of the people that make up the classroom. Give your 
classmates the benefit of the doubt before jumping to conclusions about what is said.  Also, be sure to state your opinions, questions, ideas and beliefs in a 
way that is not intentionally disrespectful to others in the class.  While freedom of expression, and challenging assumptions is encouraged in this 
classroom, hate speech will not be tolerated. 

3. Academic Honesty. In all written materials, students will be expected to cite sources.  Plagiarizing and “Copying” from other students will result in a 
failing grade.  Grading for written assignments will follow the Rubric that is handed out on the first day. 
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4. Students should be aware of everyone in the classroom and enable each person to contribute to the conversation. Likewise, each participant should refrain 
from dominating class discussion. 

Quizzes:  It is important that you engage with the texts and lectures of the course! There will be a short quiz every week after our reading discussion 
and you will have 2 attempts and 10 minutes to take each 5 question quiz, and they will be open until the Sunday following a given week.  

  

 

Planetary Thinking Essays (WAC Assignment): 60% of the grade (BA/MA) 

Each student is expected to write three “planetary thinking” essays.  These essays will be distinct but will build upon one another. 

 Each essay should be 1000-1200 words, typed, double-spaced, 12-point font.  You must cite your sources (even if they are just course 
materials).  Any type of plagiarism will not be tolerated. Each essay should contain AT LEAST 4 sources.  Each essay must cite course materials 
(lectures and readings)!  Each essay may also cite sources outside of the course. Remember not all sources are equally reputable and there is a lot of 
false information out there. Part of this assignment is to help you sift through information and discern what sources are reputable.  A good way to do 
this is to check claims with multiple, scholarly sources (peer-reviewed articles and academic books).  In terms of online sources, remember there is a 
difference between .edu, .org, .net, and .com addresses.  When you are citing a source online, be sure to figure out what type of organization is 
making a claim and why.    

For all essays, follow the citation and formatting guidelines of the Chicago, Turabian Style: https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/turabian/citation-
guide.html. 

Students must make an appointment (in person or virtual) with a Writing Center tutor for the first essay ( https://case.fiu.edu/writingcenter/make-an-
appointment/). You will have to turn in some sort of proof that you went to the writing center for this first essay, which they can provide you 
with (usually an official email approval or stamp).  It is strongly recommended that you make an appointment early, and take your essay along to 
that appointment. You can make in-person and on-line appointments at the following url, but do it early because the time-slots fill 
up:  https://case.fiu.edu/writingcenter/make-an-appointment/index.html. 

Attending a writing center session will account for part of the grade of the first essay.  

A. First Essay: Ecological Footprint Essay.  (BA/MA) 
(http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/personal_footprint). Write a reflection about your results in your journal including 
addressing the complex question, “what is sustainability?” Be sure to read Grounding Religion, ch. 14 for your reflections on this journal! Offer 
your own reflections about whether or not humans are responsible for living within the ecosystems of planet earth.  Finally, offer your reflections on 
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what you might be able to “do” given the results of your ecological footprint.  This is a “writing to learn” assignment meant to help you understand 
the complex issues surrounding the concept of sustainability and how your own habits relate to sustainability.   Turn in Essay by September 16.  

B. Second Essay: Food Consumption Essay.  (BA/MA) 
Write down everything you eat, including the ingredients, and try to find out: a) where the food came from and how much it had to travel to get to 
you, b) how the people in farms/factories were treated in the making of the food product (this one may not be possible in all cases, but do your best), 
c) how the crops and animals that make up your food were grown /raised (organically? With pesticides? In factory farms? Small farms? Etc.)  Then, 
watch this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIoef8E9UqQ, and read Chapter 10 of Grounding Religion. After completing these steps, 
reflect on ways that these issues tie into your own ecological footprint from the first assignment. This is a “writing to learn” exercise that is meant to 
help you explore how your daily food habits have global implications; it is meant to introduce you into the issues of food, globalization, and the 
environment.  Turn in Essay by October 21. 
 
C. Third Essay: EcoTypes Essay (BA/MA) 
First, take the ecotypes essay here: https://ecotypes.us.  Then, read about the different eco-types here: https://ecotypes.us/etecotype/.  Reflect on your 
own ecotype and how much you agree/ disagree with the assessment. Then reflect on your own ecotype and what it means in relationship to two 
topics in the course.  Draw from the materials from the two topics you chose and reflect on what you might be able to “do” in terms of promoting a 
more sustainable and just planetary community. Turn in Essay by November 18. 

 

BA Students: Final Case Study (20% of the Grade)  
Each of you will be responsible for developing a case study that deals with the content of the course.  This case study can deal with any aspect of the 
intersection between religion, nature and globalization.  For instance, one might look at the Dakota Pipeline protests and relate it to the Indegnous 
perspectives of nature and humans.  Or, one might look at a community that is promoting eco-halal or eco-kosher practices, and show how this 
translates into different understandings of human-earth relations. Or, one might look at the ways in which specific understandings of gender and/or 
sexuality shape human-earth relations.  The point is to find a specific group, place, person or thing and then use that to bring the reader into the 
complex issues surrounding religion, nature, and globalization. Each case study should be about 1200 written words, and include: a picture, 5 
discussion questions, and 5 further readings/resources (can be web resources, articles, books, videos, etc.). If you need an example of how to develop 
a case study, see: https://writing.colostate.edu/guides/guide.cfm?guideid=60. Due during the finals time of finals week.    

 

MA STUDENTS: Final Conference Paper 40%  

Instead of a traditional “final paper” for the course, we will build up to a conference paper/presentation.  The first part of that will be developing a 
paper abstract, conference paper proposal, and conference paper. We will work to identify a conference in your given area of interest within religious 
studies, and then write a proposal for that conference.  Step 1: Once we have identified a conference and a topic, you will write a paper abstract. Step 
2: You will create the conference paper proposal based upon the guidelines of the given conference you have chosen. Step 3: Each student is 
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expected to write a final conference paper for the course of no more than 3,000  words, double-spaced, 12pt font, 1-inch margins.  This is the 
maximum length that any conference paper should be, as you will usually have about 20-30 minutes to deliver a paper at a conference.  These will be 
delivered to the class on the final day of the semester as a presentation. 

As with all written assignments in this class, you must use the Turabian Guide and follow the “Notes and Bibliography” style.  This is one of the 
required texts for the course and you can find a shortened version of it here:  https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/turabian/turabian-notes-and-
bibliography-citation-quick-guide.html/ 

 

 

Important Web Resources 

Forum on Religion and Ecology: http://fore.yale.edu/  

Environmental Ethics: http://online.sfsu.edu/~rone/Environ/Enviroethics.htm.  

Center for Environmental Philosophy: http://www.cep.unt.edu/. 

Ecofeminism: http://eve.enviroweb.org/. 

Environmental Justice: http://www.ejnet.org/ej/. 

Evangelical Environmental Network: http://www.creationcare.org/ 

Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life: http://www.coejl.org/ 

Indigenous Environmental Network: http://www.ienearth.org/ 

Islamic Foundation for Ecology and Environmental Sciences: http://www.ifees.org.uk/ 

United Nations Environmental Program: www.unep.org 

Nature Critical, “Queer Ecology”: https://naturecritical.wordpress.com/queer-ecology-queer-ecocriticism-reading-list/. 

GreenFaith: http://www.greenfaith.org/. 
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Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature: https://fiu-
flvc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?context=L&vid=01FALSC_FIU:FIU&search_scope=MyInstitution&tab=LibraryCatalog&docid
=alma990325749980306571. 

  

Important Dates                

September (1962):      Publication of Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring 

September 26:            St. Francis Birthday 

December 19:             Anniversary of the Brundtland Report 

December 24:             Anniversary of Apollo Earth Rise Image 

February 16 (2005):    Kyoto Protocol Comes into Effect 

March 10 (1967)         Lynn White Essay “Historical Roots” published 

March 15 (2017)         New Zealand names Whanganui River as a legal Person with Rights 

March 20 (2017)         The Ganga and Yamuna Rivers named as Persons with Rights 

March 24, (1989):       Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 

March 26 (1974):        First Large Action of the Chipko Movement 

May 24 (2015)             Laudato Si Publication 

April 1 (1940):             Birthday of Wangari Maathai 

April 20-24, 2009:       Indigenous People’s Global Summit on Climate Change 

April 22 (1970):           First Earth Day 

April 26 (1986):           Chernobyl Disaster 
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June 4 (1892):             Sierra Club formed with John Muir as President 

July 4 (1845):              Thoreau moves to Walden Pond 

August 2 (1978):         Lois Gibbs begins movement at Love Canal 

 

 

COURSE ALIGNMENT MAP 
(MODULE LEARNING OBJECTIVES, INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS & ACTIVITIES ALIGNMENT) 

Module Course Level 
Objectives 

Module Learning 
Objectives Asynchronous Activities Synchronous Activities Instructional Materials 

1: August 
23 

Introduction to 
Course: Sources for 
Environmental Ethics. 
Overview of Syllabus 
and Requirements 

 

Students will know the 
requirement, readings, 
and assignment 
expectations for the 
course 

Syllabus overview / First 
reading. Quiz on readings 
and Lecture 

Introduction of students 
to one another; questions 
on course syllabus 
requirements; discussion 
on first reading.  

 

BA/MA: Lynn White 
reading (online); 
Grounding Religion, 
“Introduction”; Kearns, 
Laurel , and Whitney A. 
Bauman., "Religion and 
Nature in North 
America." 

 

2: August 
30 

What is Religion?  Students will be able to 
identify some of the basic 
definitions of religion, 
and get an understanding 
of how “religion” will be 
understood in this course 

Lecture and quiz; 
readings; sharing of your 
question and resource to 
the course website.  

Discussion of readings 
and lecture with whole 
class. 

BA/MA: Grounding 
Religion, Chs. 1-2; 
Sandler, chapter 2. 

MA READINGS: 
Bauman/O’Brien: Inro 
through chapter 2.  
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3: 
September 

6 
 

What is Nature?  Students will be able to 
identify some of the ways 
that “nature” has been 
understood by different 
cultures and peoples over 
time.  Students will be 
able to understand how 
“religion and nature” 
relate to one another in 
this course.  

Lecture and quiz; 
readings; sharing of your 
question and resource to 
the course website. 

Discussion of readings 
and lecture with whole 
class. 

BA/MA: Grounding 
Religion, Chs. 3-4; 
Sandler, chapters 3-4. 

 

MA READINGS: 
Bauman/O’Brien, 
chapters 3-4. 

 

4: 
September 

13 

Religion and Nature: 
The Ancient Near 
East, Greece and 
Proto-Forms of 
Modern Western 
Science 

Students will be able to 
think about the critical, 
historical development of 
what we call “religion” 
and “science” before such 
concepts existed.  
Students will learn about 
the contributions to 
science and monotheistic 
thought from the ANE, 
India, and Greece.  

Lecture and quiz; 
readings; sharing of your 
question and resource to 
the course website. 

 

Turn in Essay by September 
16 

Discussion of readings 
and lecture with whole 
class. 

BA/MA: selections from: 
“Genesis”, Selections 
from the Enuma Elish 
(online); Merchant, 
Reinventing Eden (online) 

MA READINGS: 
Bauman/O’Brien, 
chapters 5-8. 

 

5: 
September 

20 

Religion and Nature: 
Islamic Thought and 
the Scientific 
“Revolution”: Shifting 
Paradigms 

Students will learn about 
the advances in what 
came to be known as 
Modern Science (then 
“natural philosophy”) 
during the Golden Age of 
Islam, falsely called, “the 
dark ages.” Students will 
understand how the 
renaissance and 
“scientific revolution” 

Lecture and quiz; 
readings; sharing of your 
question and resource to 
the course website. 

Discussion of readings 
and lecture with whole 
class. 

BA/MA: Dallal, Ahmad. 
Islam, Science and the 
Challenge of History 
(2010), 1-53.  

 

  MA READINGS: 
Wayne White, Intro-
Chapter 1. (Abstracts) 
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would be impossible 
without the advances 
made in the Muslim 
world.  

 

6: 
September 

27 

Colonization of land, 
animals and “others” 
and the Industrial 
Revolution 

Students will critically 
examine the ways that the 
western understandings of 
“religion” and “science” 
were tied up with 
European colonization.  
Furthermore, students 
will see the importance of 
“reductive and 
productive” models of 
science for the Industrial 
Revolution.  

Lecture and quiz; 
readings; sharing of your 
question and resource to 
the course website. 

Discussion of readings 
and lecture with whole 
class. 

BA/MA: Roxanne 
Dunbar-Oritz, An 
Indigenous Peoples’ 
History of the United 
States, Chs. 1 and 2 
(online). Leduc, Timothy 
B., "Reconciling to the 
Ancestors: The Spirit of 
Decolonization in Times 
of Pandemic." 

 

MA READINGS: Wayne 
White, chapters 2-3. 

 

7: October 
4 

The Romantic 
“Return” 

 

Students will learn about 
all of the different, non-
reductive models posed 
by scientists, 
philosophers, and even 
different religions as a 
reaction to the so-called 
Industrial Revolution and 
its environmental costs.  

Lecture and quiz; 
readings; sharing of your 
question and resource to 
the course website. 

Discussion of readings 
and lecture with whole 
class. 

BA/MA: Grounding 
Religion, Ch. 7. Sandler, 
chs. 11-12 

 

MA: Wayne White, 
chapters 4-Conclusion. 

8: October 
11 

Globalization and its 
Discontents 

Students will examine the 
ways in which the 
globalization of neo-
liberal ideas about 

Lecture and quiz; 
readings; sharing of your 

Discussion of readings 
and lecture with whole 
class. 

BA/MA: Grounding 
Religion, Ch. 8; Moe-
Lobeda, Cynthia D., 
"Globalization and 
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economics, nature, and 
humans has roots in 
earlier efforts of 
“Christianizing,” 
“Colonizing,”  and 
“Enlightening.”  
Furthermore students will 
learn to critically assess 
the pros and cons of 
living in a globalized 
world.  

question and resource to 
the course website. 

Planetary Ethics Related 
to Religion and Nature in 
North America." 

 

 MA READINGS: Miller, 
Intro through chapter 2. 

(paper proposals) 

9: October 
18 

Human-Animal 
Relations 

Students will critically 
examine different ways in 
which human-animal 
relations are constructed 
in different cultures and 
religions.  In addition, 
students will begin to ask 
ethical questions about 
the treatment of animals 
in food production and 
medical research.  

Lecture and quiz; 
readings; sharing of your 
question and resource to 
the course website. 

 

Turn in Second Essay by 
October 21. 

Discussion of readings 
and lecture with whole 
class. 

BA/MA: Grounding 
Religion, Chs. 11. 
Sandler, chapter 13; 
Hobgood, Laura H., 
"Animals and Religion." 

 

MA READINGS: Miller, 
Chapters 3-5.  

 

10: October 
25 

Religion, Gender, 
Sexuality and Nature 

Students will look at 
come of the different 
understandings of gender 
and sexuality (non-
binary/ non-
heteronormative) that 
have existed in virtually 
every culture in recorded 
human history. In 
addition, students will 
analyze the construction 
of “family values” to 

Lecture and quiz; 
readings; sharing of your 
question and resource to 
the course website. 

Discussion of readings 
and lecture with whole 
class. 

BA/MA: Grounding 
Religion, Ch. 5; Sandler 
chapter 14 

 

MA READINGS:  Miller, 
chapters 6-8. 
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mean “hetero-patriarchal” 
values, especially in 
monotheistic cultures.  

11: 
November 

1 

Religion, Nature and 
Technology 

Students will learn about 
some of the ethical issues 
surrounding how 
technologies shape 
human-human and 
human-earth relations.  In 
addition, students will 
look at the ways in which 
religious ideas both fuel 
and resist technological 
developments.  

Lecture and quiz; 
readings; sharing of your 
question and resource to 
the course website. 

Discussion of readings 
and lecture with whole 
class. 

BA/MA: Online: 
Selections from David 
Noble, The Religion of 
Technology, Chs. 1 and 2 
(online); Rowe, Terra 
Schwerin., "Petrocultures 
and Christianity in the 
United States." 

 

MA: No extra Reading 
work on conference 
papers 

12: 
November 

8 

Religion, 
Environmental Justice, 
and Intersectionality  

Students will critically 
analyze the ways in 
which race, gender, sex, 
sexuality, and ability have 
contributed to economic 
and social inequities, and 
to inequitable sharing of 
ecological goods and ills. 
Students will also look at 
the role religion has 
played in constructing 
and deconstructing 
notions of race, gender, 
sex, sexuality, and ability.  

Lecture and quiz; 
readings; sharing of your 
question and resource to 
the course website. 

Discussion of readings 
and lecture with whole 
class. 

BA/MA: Grounding 
Religion, Chs. 6; . Gray, 
Tyson-Lord., "African 
American Religious 
Naturalism in the Novel 
Sula by Toni Morrison."; 
Nogueira-Godsey, 
Elaine., Kearns, Laurel 
D., Bauman, Whitney A. 
"Religion and Nature in 
North America: Race, 
Religion and 
Environmental Racism in 
North America." 
Bloomsbury 
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MA: No extra Reading 
work on conference 
papers 

13: 
November 

15 

Religious responses to 
Global Climate 
Change 

In this unit, students will 
look at some of the many 
religious and religiously 
influenced responses to 
global climate change 
around the world. In 
addition, students will 
analyze the ways in 
which religions have been 
complicit with and fought 
against the systems that 
have led to climate 
change.  

Lecture and quiz; 
readings; sharing of your 
question and resource to 
the course website. 

 

Turn in Essay by November 
18 

Discussion of readings 
and lecture with whole 
class. 

BA/MA: Grounding 
Religion, Ch 9; O’Brien, 
Kevin J., "Religion and 
Climate Change." 

 

MA: No extra Reading 
work on conference 
papers 

14: 
November 

22 

Religion, Food and 
Agriculture 

In this unit, students will 
analyze the ethics of food 
production in the United 
States.  In addition, 
students will learn about 
various religiously based 
ethics that promote food 
justice and ecologically 
sound eating practices.  

Lecture and quiz; 
readings; sharing of your 
question and resource to 
the course website. 

Discussion of readings 
and lecture with whole 
class. 

BA/MA: Grounding 
Religion, Chapter 10.  

 

MA: No extra Reading 
work on conference 
papers 

15: 
November 

29 

The Planetary Future: 
Grieving Loss and the 
Hope for Possibilities 
to come 

In this section, students 
will learn about 
resources, rituals and 
organizations that are 
help to deal with “eco-
anxiety” and “ecological 
grief” associated with 
climate change and all its 
consequences. In 

Lecture and quiz; 
readings; sharing of your 
question and resource to 
the course website. 

Discussion of readings 
and lecture with whole 
class. 

BA/MA: Grounding, 
chapter 16; O’Dell-Chaib, 
Courtney., "Religion, 
Nature, and Critical 
Materialisms." 
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addition, students will 
begin to imagine what 
different futures might be 
possible for the planetary 
community.  

MA: No extra Reading 
work on conference 
papers 

16 Final’s week      
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